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Literacy in the Maldives

The Maldivian population is seen as a well-literate
population where Census data shows a high percentage
of literate population since 1985 which stood at 92.2
percent. At present the Census 2022 shows that 98
percent of the population is literate.

Data on literacy was collected from all persons aged 10
years and above in Census 2022
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Literacy rate in mother tongue was slightly higher
in the capital city Male’ compared to Atolls, for
males as well as females.
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In Census 2022, the literacy rate among the resident 222 5, 23l Ponih S0 bs Shs 43855 22% 255 2022 2A5E
Maldivian population in mother tongue, which is "Dhivehi i o
language," reached 98.6 percent. This indicates a modest
improvement compared to the Census 2014, which was -
recorded at 97.7 percent.
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The data for 2022 indicated that literacy rates for men 225 Brn B Ble b S5 5. Shes 43500 223255 2002 2258
and women are almost the same at 98 percent. o .

In both Male” and the Atolls, literacy rate by sex is almost
the same.

Literacy rate in mother tongue was slightly higher in the
capital city Male’ compared to Atolls, for males as well as
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Literacy in Mother Tongue
(Dhivehi Language) of the
Resident Maldivians

Literacy rates for all the Atolls combined was 98 percent.
However, these rates exhibit variability across different
atolls and islands.

South Maalhosmadulu (B Atoll) and South Nilandhe Atoll
(Dh) recorded the highest literacy rates at 99.0 percent,
while North Thiladhunmathi (HA Atoll) marked the lowest
literacy rate, standing at 96.9 percent.

The top three islands showcasing a fully literate
population in the mother tongue are Kamadhoo in B
Atoll, Thinadhoo in V Atoll, and Raimandhoo in M Atoll.
Conversely, the 3 islands with the lowest literacy rates, are
Dhaandhoo in GA Atoll, Guraidhoo in K Atoll, Nadella in
GDh Atoll.

The population aged 10 years and above classified by
literacy status and sex, including age-specific statistics
depicts for ages under 65 years have an overarching
average literacy rate of 98 percent.

Notably, the literacy rate for the population aged 65 and
above stands at 93.7 percent.
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Literacy in Mother Tongue, 10 years of age, 2014 and 2022
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Literacy in Dhivehi Literacy in English
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Literacy in English of the
Resident Maldivians

Among the Maldivian resident population, 82.6 percent of
the population aged 10 years above were literate in
English which showed a high increase compared to 2014
where it stood at 75.1 percent.

Significant disparities in English language literacy emerge
when examining different localities. For instance, Maale
showcases a considerably high literacy rate of 89.5
percent in English language, while the Atolls register a
comparatively lower rate of 77.4 percent.

Looking broadly by sex, the literacy in English is higher for
the Male having 85.0 percent compared to 80.2 percent
of females were literate in English. A quite prominent
gender gap is observed for ages 45 years and beyond.

The literacy rate in English language across the Atolls, the
highest is observed in Male" Atoll with 80.7 percent
followed by Addu city with 80.1 percent. Whereas the
lowest literacy rate in English language was at Felidhu
Atoll.
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Literacy in Dhivehi language, 10 years of
age, 2014 and 2022

Resident Maldivian Population
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Currently studying
population among
Resident Maldivians

Participation in education encompasses an individual's
presence within an educational institution and their active
engagement in a learning environment, regardless of the
mode of study.

In the 2022 Census, the determination of current school
attendance for the population hinged on whether
individuals were enrolled in a school or educational
institution. Questions regarding education participation
were posed to individuals as young as 2 years old.

According to the Census 2022 findings, among the
population aged 2 years and above, 34.1 percent were
actively engaged in some form of educational pursuit,
with 51.9 percent being female and 48.1 percent being
male.
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Maldives Education System

Pre-primary - Foundation Satge: 2 years
Lower Kindergarten (LKG) and Upper Kindergarten (UKG)

Primary - Grades 1 -7

Lower Secondary - Grades 8 - 10

+TVET in Schools

Higher Secondary: Grades 11 - 12
+TVET in Schools

Higher Education and TVET:
National University + Colleges + Polytechnic
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Currently studying
population among
Resident Maldivians

The percentage of the population actively participating in
education varies by age. In the early learning stages, from
ages 2 to 4 years, a significant 73.6 percent of children are
enrolled in education.

The current attendance rate remains consistently high,
exceeding 99 percent for individuals aged 5 to 15 years.
Beyond this age, there is a noticeable decline in
attendance, particularly after age 19.

In the age group of 16 to 19 years, which corresponds to
higher secondary education, the attendance rate
averages at 54.8 percent. Beyond this age group, from 20
to 29 years, the attendance rate averages at 19.8 percent,
with a majority of students pursuing various higher
education levels.

Currently Studying Population

Resident Maldivians
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Currently studying
population among
Resident Maldivians

A noteworthy observation is that there is a higher
enrollment of males in pre-school, primary, and lower
secondary education levels, whereas at other educational
stages, females exhibit higher attendance rates.

The current attendance rates for Maale and the Atolls are
quite similar in the age group of 5-15 years, both
exceeding 99 percent. However, starting from the age of
17 and above, a noticeable disparity emerges between
Maale and the Atolls, with Maale consistently exhibiting
higher attendance rates across all age groups.

On average, approximately 22 percent of the population
aged 18-29 years in Maale' were actively pursuing
education, while in the Atolls, only around 12 percent of
the population in the same age group were currently
studying.

Currently Attendance in Atolls 2022

Resident Maldivian population 2 - 29 years
—e— Male ~—#— Female
100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

N M ¥ ;O N~ o0 O o
=i

N ¥ ! O~ 0 o O
HoH A H o A H o N

Education Status of the Population

1

21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

_ ®, ¢ e scc0 %
{On 5’;’ }dff 9:34»’
. OO ®O02r,90 ® 2 2.
-,:04 ;v')/v):-'/ 7‘%;

' [ b4 © 203, - 2 - o > o ¢ - z 20 2, -
PN PDANLS SMIFVELF r—PASIN MFY MoK F AINS ASS@A SS9V
e - - e r e z - ' z -

- o >~ 0 Zz >0 z > 2, 727, 2,0 ¢ 2, o ¢ ¢ c or z z
NIV SRR KU s D IAP ASVRORIIF DIAL IO A SIS AAND
z - - - z - 27z - s - 2

¢c¢c 0> cor
PSS A
¢ >c¢cc Rl o 2 3> > Zz - - d. X Zzecz or o Zz >0 z 2,
S /28 AxA 15-5 ~<55 KAFP FVRERPA AANPD (RPI—I XV S 2,
- -

> z
cecee 2z 0Cr 2rs s s 2 ¢ [ - ze¢cz s Z- - o ¢ < s 7
PASAV S F AVRPSKF AS SO SVPSLA AAPS ASSPAN 02 ISrF IxsA
- - s Tz z -
- ” o ¢ s 0Crs 22 3 z > o~ o0 Zz >0 z 2 2, sz o 23
SVPD TP ANSAANKFAKOA SRS PRI KV I DS, AS PO SRS
- - 4 - z s -
cecee 22
PASAV S5
(- ro0z s 0€CX0C e - zz ¢ >c¢cc R - < z 2z
SV LIS PSS ANSALSSAIA ASSPA S S525 AXKSA 20-18 ~<54 s S@n
- s Tz - z
sz > s e C - 202,25 z > LRl 2 - -4 0 Pl
ASKFAPAZ AS AL S0A (AXABIOAY 9~ D, /,’/,4 P d /o 22 ASF2
- - z z z -
CeCeeCo r0oxs,r? o - 0 ¢ o ¢ 7 0 27 22 z 2 or /2 2,
PALBISI VS F SV % 12 >0 ~smoevsm’ /‘f;ﬁ/.’/-ﬂf~
z - z z

Currently Attendance in Maale. 2022
Resident Maldivian population 2 - 29 years

—¢— Male ~—#— Female

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

N MmN O~ ® 0 O o
P

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

Census 2022




Currently studying e ek sss TaArs ateax
. % s 2 s O
opulation amon s oot $2352%5—2 3,32
pop 9 ‘PON PrIAVII—s 23AP
Resident Maldivians ‘ i ‘
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In the Maldives, it is legally mandated to ensure that all
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Educational Attainment

Looking at the population's overall status on education,
Census 2022 showed that based on the resident Maldivian
population, the percentage of the population aged 15 years
and above in the Maldives who have never attended school
is estimated to be around 4.5 percent showing that the
majority 95.5 percent of the resident Maldivian population
in the Maldives has attended school at some point in their
lives.

The highest Education level achieved by the resident
population showed that the majority 41.1 percent of the
total population 15 years and above had attained
Secondary Education followed by Primary education
qualification with 19.4 percent, Certificate/Diploma with 15.7
percent, Degree and with 10.7 percent and 7.3 percent with
Higher Secondary education level.

Educational Attainment

Resident Maldivians
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Within the Atolls, showed similarities across the different
atolls for the highest educational attainment of the S S
resident Maldivian population 15 years of age and over
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